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Welcome
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell

Call to Worship: Psalm 84:1-5

One: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
All: My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my
flesh sing for joy to the living God.
One: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, our King and our God!
All: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. Happy are
those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Song: God is Here

God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the spirit into open minds and hearts

Here are symbols to remind us of our life-long need of grace;
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech,
here, in newness and renewal, God the spirit comes to each

Here our children find a welcome in the shepherd’s flock and fold;
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old
Here the servants of the servant seek in worship to explore
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore

Lord, of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive;
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe!

God Is Here
Fred Pratt Green, John Wyeth
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Prayer of Confession
Rick Leong

Merciful God, we confess the fears that twist our lives and keep us from the peace and
inner calm that come from you:
the fear of our inadequacy, that we cannot do what is expected of us;
the fear of being found out for our self-centeredness and pride;
the fear of being left out when joy and richness come to others;
the fear of not being ready when opportunities present themselves for service;
the fear of death, that when it comes we will not have done what we might have done
because we were afraid to venture out.

We find ourselves shrinking back from the unknown, wanting assurance where we must
have faith. We hesitate to follow you, O Christ, afraid that the cost may be too great.
Forgive us, we pray, and give us the courage and peace that only you can give.

Assurance of Pardon: Psalm 103:8-12
The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse,

nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.

Friends, believe the Good News:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.



Scripture: 1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43; John 6:56-68

1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43
Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to
bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.

Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, in the inner
sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of the cherubim.

And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of the LORD,
so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the
LORD filled the house of the LORD.

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is
no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast
love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart, the covenant that you
kept for your servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your
mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand. Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel,
keep for your servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, ‘There shall
never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children
look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.’ Therefore, O God
of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father
David.

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot
contain you, much less this house that I have built! Regard your servant’s prayer and
his plea, O LORD my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to
you today; that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of
which you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your
servant prays toward this place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel
when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and
forgive.

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land
because of your name—for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and
your outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, then hear
in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so



that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people
Israel, and so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I
have built.

John 6:56-68
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said
these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to
where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I
have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who
was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him.
So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.

This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon: The Question of the Day
Rev. Dr. Carol Antablin Miles

Prayers of the People
Rev. Dr. Tom Elson

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.



Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Give

Song: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

My shepherd will supply my need: Jehovah is his name;
in pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace

When I walk through the shades of death your presence is my stay;
one word of your supporting grace drives all my fears away
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, doth still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows, your oil anoints my head

The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may thy house be my abode, and all my work be praise
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
no more a stranger, nor a guest, but like a child at home

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
Isaac Watts
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Benediction
Rev. Dr. Carol Antablin Miles


