
5:1-2 
This is the list of the descendants of Adam. When 
God created humankind, he made them in the like-
ness of God. Male and female he created them, and 
he blessed them and named them ‘Humankind’ when 
they were created.
6:5-8
The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was 
great in the earth, and that every inclination of the 
thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 
6And the Lord was sorry that he had made humankind 
on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7So the 
Lord said, ‘I will blot out from the earth the human 
beings I have created—people together with animals 
and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.’ 8But Noah found favour in 
the sight of the Lord.

6:13, 14, 17-19, 22 
And God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make 
an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with vio-
lence because of them; now I am going to destroy 
them along with the earth. 14Make yourself an ark of 
cypress wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it 
inside and out with pitch. 17For my part, I am going to 
bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; 
everything that is on the earth shall die. 18But I will 
establish my covenant with you; and you shall come 
into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives with you. 19And of every living thing, of all flesh, 
you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep 
them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 
22Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

“The Bible is relentlessly realistic about the world and our situation in it. It does not pretend that things are 
better than they are, nor entice us to imagine that we can transcend the difficulties through some kind of 
spiritual superiority, innate or acquired.  Nonetheless, a radical change happens as we read deeply.  

—Ellen Davis from Getting Involved with God: Rediscovering the Old Testament
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Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together excerpts from Genesis 5-8

Gather

Open in Prayer
Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

What radical change, or refreshed understanding, might you be hoping for in this listening of Noah’s story?



1. What is something that surprised you about this story that you never noticed before? What troubled 
you?  What comforted you?

2. How would you characterize God’s role in this story?  

3. What is the nature of God’s promise to Noah in verse 21?  

4. What do you think is the “moral” of this timeless Biblical story?

Respond

Where do you sense God is calling you to change? What risk may God be asking you to take this week?

7:11, 17-22 
In the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the sec-
ond month, on the seventeenth day of the month, 
on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst 
forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 
The flood continued for forty days on the earth; and 
the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it 
rose high above the earth. 18The waters swelled and 
increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on 
the face of the waters. 19The waters swelled so might-
ily on the earth that all the high mountains under the 
whole heaven were covered; 20the waters swelled 
above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits 
deep. 21And all flesh died that moved on the earth, 
birds, domestic animals, wild animals, all swarming 
creatures that swarm on the earth, and all human 
beings; 22everything on dry land in whose nostrils was 
the breath of life died. 

8:13-14,18-22 
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, 
on the first day of the month, the waters were dried 
up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering 
of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the 
ground was drying. 14In the second month, on the 
twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 
18So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his 
sons’ wives. 19And every animal, every creeping thing, 
and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, 
went out of the ark by families. 20Then Noah built 
an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal 
and of every clean bird, and offered burnt-offerings 
on the altar. 21And when the Lord smelt the pleasing 
odour, the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never again 
curse the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor 
will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have 
done.
22 As long as the earth endures, seedtime and har-
vest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night, shall not cease.’

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 


