
Psalm 84
How lovely is your dwelling place,
   O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
   for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
   to the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home,
   and the swallow a nest for herself,
   where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
   my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house,
   ever singing your praise.
      
Happy are those whose strength is in you,
   in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
As they go through the valley of Baca
   they make it a place of springs;
   the early rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength;
   the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
   give ear, O God of Jacob!
        
Behold our shield, O God;
   look on the face of your anointed.

For a day in your courts is better
   than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God
   than live in the tents of wickedness.
For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
   he bestows favour and honour.
No good thing does the Lord withhold
   from those who walk uprightly.
O Lord of hosts,
   happy is everyone who trusts in you.

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together Psalm 84

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

A HOME IN WHICH WE ALL BELONG| Michael Kim Eubanks 

February 27, 2022



1. Our guest preacher talks about the concept of home.  Where is a place that you feel at “home”?  
What does “home” feel like to you?

2. How does the posture/content/tone of your prayer change when you feel safe or at home?

3. As we close this series on Holy Curiosity: Conversations with the Divine, how have you been 
challenged? How have you been affirmed? How has your curiosity deepened?

Respond

What commitment or action did Michael’s message inspire you to make or take?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



Pursue love and strive for the spiritual gifts, and 
especially that you may prophesy. 2 For those who 
speak in a tongue do not speak to other people but 
to God; for nobody understands them, since they are 
speaking mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, 
those who prophesy speak to other people for their 
upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 
 4 Those who speak in a tongue build up themselves, 
but those who prophesy build up the church. 5 Now 
I would like all of you to speak in tongues, but even 
more to prophesy. One who prophesies is greater 
than one who speaks in tongues, unless someone 
interprets, so that the church may be built up.
6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking 
in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I speak to 
you in some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or 
teaching? 7 It is the same way with lifeless instruments 
that produce sound, such as the flute or the harp. 
If they do not give distinct notes, how will anyone 
know what is being played? 8 And if the bugle gives 

an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle? 9 
So with yourselves; if in a tongue you utter speech 
that is not intelligible, how will anyone know what is 
being said? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 
There are doubtless many different kinds of sounds 
in the world, and nothing is without sound. 11 If then 
I do not know the meaning of a sound, I will be a 
foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner 
to me. 12 So with yourselves; since you are eager for 
spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for building up 
the church.
13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray 
for the power to interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, 
my spirit prays but my mind is unproductive. 15 What 
should I do then? I will pray with the spirit, but I will 
pray with the mind also; I will sing praise with the 
spirit, but I will sing praise with the mind also. 
 16 Otherwise, if you say a blessing with the spirit, 
how can anyone in the position of an outsider say the 
“Amen” to your thanksgiving, since the outsider does 

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together 1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

PROPHECIES AND TONGUES | Rev. MIchelle Vecchio-Lyzenga 

February 20, 2022

“True, whole prayer is nothing but love.” - St. Augustine

“He prayeth well who loveth well.” - Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner

Gather



1. When, if ever, have you felt compelled to seek a certain kind of experience with the Divine? What was 
the source of that compulsion–internal, external? How did it affect how you approached God and your 
faith community?

2. In what ways has the diversity of gifts at play in worship built up, encouraged, or consoled you? How 
does corporate worship expand the nature of our conversations with the Divine?

3. More than ever, we can access beautiful worship music, exceptional preaching, stirring prayers without 
the bother of being part of a gathered worshiping community. What draws you back to corporate 
worship?  

Respond

What commitment or action did Michelle’s message inspire you to make or take?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 

not know what you are saying? 17 For you may give 
thanks well enough, but the other person is not built 
up. 18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than 
all of you; 19 nevertheless, in church I would rather 
speak five words with my mind, in order to instruct 
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.
20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your 
thinking; rather, be infants in evil, but in thinking be 
adults. 21 In the law it is written,
“By people of strange tongues
    and by the lips of foreigners
I will speak to this people;
    yet even then they will not listen to me,”

says the Lord. 22 Tongues, then, are a sign not for 
believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is not 
for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, 
the whole church comes together and all speak in 
tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will 
they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if 
all prophesy, an unbeliever or outsider who enters is 
reproved by all and called to account by all. 25 After 
the secrets of the unbeliever’s heart are disclosed, 
that person will bow down before God and worship 
him, declaring, “God is really among you.”



18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 
for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, 
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in[a] hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait for it with patience.
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 
And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God.
28 We know that all things work together for good 
for those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within 
a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined 
he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.
31 What then are we to say about these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 
will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 
Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.35 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together Romans 8:18-39

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

TOO DEEP FOR WORDS | Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell 

February 13, 2022



1. Has there ever been a time in your life where you were in so much pain you couldn’t speak?  What, if 
anything, was a comfort to you at that time?

2. Where is the good news for you in this passage?  Why is it good news?

3. Where do you place your hope? Do you place your hope in that which is seen or unseen?  

Respond

What commitment or action did Charlene’s message inspire you to make or take?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



For I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body 
that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the 
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit.
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. If the foot were to say, ‘Because I am 
not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body’, that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there 
are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again 
the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the 
contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the 
body that we think less honourable we clothe with 
greater honour, and our less respectable members 
are treated with greater respect; whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has 
so arranged the body, giving the greater honour to 
the inferior member, that there may be no dissension 
within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all 
rejoice together with it.

In last week’s message, Pastor Tom encouraged us by saying “Do you know your place in God’s grand design 
for the world?...The question for us is will we participate in Gods wildly unpredictable story of love and 
grace? The challenge is to be united in purpose to follow Christ into this wildly unpredictable story of love 
and grace.” How does your understanding of the body of Christ encourage you in this call and challenge?

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 12:12-26

Gather

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

THE BODY OF CHRIST | Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell 

February 6, 2022



1. What has it been like worshiping virtually throughout the pandemic? What have you enjoyed or 
appreciated? What have you mourned or missed about being in-person?

2. What is the significance of observing the Lord’s Supper as a community for you?

3. How do you see yourself as a part of the body of Christ?  How do you see others as a part of the body 
of Christ?

Respond

What action or commitment did Charlene’s message inspire you to make?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, 
‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know 
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I 
know you by name, and you have also found favor in 
my sight.’ 13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, 
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find 
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 
your people.” 14 He said, “My presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, 
“If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from 
here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found 
favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go 
with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your 
people, from every people on the face of the earth.”
17 The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing 
that you have asked; for you have found favor in my 
sight, and I know you by name.” 

18 Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” 19 
And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass 
before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 
‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my 
face; for no one shall see me and live.” 21 And the 
Lordcontinued, “See, there is a place by me where 
you shall stand on the rock; 22 and while my glory 
passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I 
will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23 
then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my 
back; but my face shall not be seen.”

Share with your group about a time when your “bargained with God.”  What was that experience like for 
you? What impact did your “bargaining” with God have on your relationship with God?

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together Exodus 33:12-23

Gather

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

TESTING GOD’S VOICE | Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell with  Dr. David Kasali 
January 23, 2022



1. How would you characterize Moses’ posture towards God in this passage?  Is it a posture you have 
ever taken with God?  Why or why not?

2. What things, if any, do you feel like you can’t pray or can’t say to God? 

Respond

What action or commitment did Charlene’s and David’s conversation inspire you to make?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord 
under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran 
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he 
said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and 
lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed 
to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. 

And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I 
am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that 
the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as 
before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, 
for your servant is listening.’

Share with your group about a time when your were “testing God’s voice.”  What was that experience like for 
you? What impact did this “testing” have on your relationship with God?

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together 1 Samuel 3:1-10

Gather

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

TESTING GOD’S VOICE | Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell with Angela Aguilar 

 January 16, 2022



1. How do you “hear” God’s voice?  How do you know it’s God’s?

2. What expectations do you place on yourself regarding your own spiritual life and practices?  

3. What aspects of your prayer life give you joy?  What aspects are a struggle for you?

4. Can you think of a time in your life where you heard God’s voice or felt God’s leading?  What was the 
process like?  What was the outcome?

Respond

What action or commitment did Charlene’s and Angela’s conversation inspire you to make?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



But Elijah went a day’s journey into the wilderness, 
and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. 
He asked that he might die: ‘It is enough; now, O 
Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my 
ancestors.’ Then he lay down under the broom tree 
and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and 
said to him, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked, and there 
at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar 
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The 
angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, 
and said, ‘Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will 
be too much for you.’ He got up, and ate and drank; 
then he went in the strength of that food for forty 
days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night 
there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, 

‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 
my life, to take it away.’

He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before 
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after 

the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound 
of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 

his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 

that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’

“Choosing to be curious is choosing to be vulnerable because it requires us to surrender to 
uncertainty. We have to ask questions, admit to not knowing, risk being told that we shouldn’t  
be asking, and, sometimes, make discoveries that lead to discomfort.”  ~Brene Brown

Listen, Converse, Imagine
Read together 1 Kings 19:4-13

Gather

Open in Prayer

Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of discovery 
and connection.

LISTENING TO GOD | Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell         January 9. 2022

Recall a recent time where you approached a situation or conversation with a posture of genuine curiosity. 
Was that a familiar or a less frequently practiced posture? When, and why, have you found yourself stifling 
curiosity? 



1. Read the section of the passage highlighted in bold, using the Lectio Divina prayer method. 
(See below).

2. How do you communicate / converse / talk with God?  

3. What does the passage say about how God communicates with us?

The Movements of Lectio Divina:

Lectio: First Reading
Read the verses slowly twice and listen to God’s Word, and in the words allow oneself to be drawn to 
a particular word or phrase that shimmers, grabs, leaps out at you, disturbs you, stirs, resonates with 
you….even if you do not know why. Be alert for it. Invite each person to share the word or phrase. 

Meditatio: Second Reading 
Read the text again, slowly twice, and let the word or phrase deepen within you, stirring you with 
images, feelings, memories, thoughts, and/or sensations perhaps which offer a deeper understanding 
of your lived experience and relationship with God, others, the world, and nature. The meaning will 
likely be different for different people. Invite each person to briefly share what was revealed. 

Oratio: Final Reading
Read the text a third time slowly twice and invite everyone to listen for an invitation from your expe-
rience of prayer considering the word or phrase which leads you to a new awareness or action …your 
response to God by expressing feelings, desires, changes in behavior…i.e. thanks, asking for help, 
surrendering, serving, etc. Again, invite each person to share briefly with the group, if one wishes to.      

Close the prayer time in several moments of silent prayer:
And encourage each person to savor what God revealed and also pray silently for the others in the 
group.       

Respond

What action or commitment did Charlene’s message inspire you to make?

Pray

Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers during the 
coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern. 



19

Community Group Covenant - Winter 2022
As we enter this new year together in community, we do so with the desire to grow in our understanding of 

Scripture and to pause before God to listen to and deepen our life with God and one another.

Values

We hold the following values as essential to our life together:

Curiosity | yes And
We agree to be open to engaging others’ perspectives through a posture of curiosity.  “Yes And” 
allows us to be “both/and” rather than “either/or”and keeps us inclusive and compassionate toward 
everything. Our goal is to learn with and from each other. 

Attentive Listening | to one Another, And to god
We agree to respect and demonstrate loving care for one another by practicing attentive listening by 
paying full attention to the one speaking, without interruption, talking over others, and refraining from 
giving advice.  

PArtiCiPAtion | engAging with others 
We agree to be mutual stewards of the life of our group, prioritizing our weekly gatherings and inviting 
every group members’ participation, as they feel comfortable. We will be aware of group participation 
dynamics. If I am someone who tends to be a listener in group settings, I will consider leaning in to 
share my insights, perspectives, or questions. If I am someone who tends to talk a lot, I will consider 
practicing moderation to create space and time for others. 

CAre | “ooPs” And “ouCh”
We agree, in all of our conversations, to assume positive intent in others while also acknowledging 
potentially negative impact. Anyone can say “ouch” if hurt or offended to stop the process from 
continuing and explore what’s happening and why. Anyone can say “oops” to acknowledge their 
assumptions and/or to respond to another’s “ouch.” 

ConfidentiALity | CreAting sAfe sPACe
We commit to hold in confidence the personal stories, concerns, and reflections, and requests for 
prayer shared in our community. Our bond of trust is essential to creating space for God’s good work in 
each of us to take place. 

Norms

We agree to meet on ________(day of week) from ________(am/pm) to ________(am/pm) 

We agree to discuss how our group can serve by 

• Praying for our Local and Global Mission partners.
• Consider serving with our Mission Partners, check upcoming opportunities here


