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“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

The First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley community has witnessed God’s plan 
unfold on this corner and throughout the world over many generations. It has 
never been easy to clearly discern God’s plan for us, and today the noise from 
our rapidly changing world can make hearing God even more challenging. In 
2018, the Dream Team was formed to explore and update the ministry vision 
for First Pres. In one of our first sessions, we clearly heard the Joshua 1 scripture 
as a calling to be ready to move towards a new and exciting future. 

Through prayer, study, and active listening for God’s unfolding plan, we dreamed  
of capturing what God was inviting us to be and do in a few simple and clear s 
entences. To help in this process, the congregation gave input through multiple 
gatherings and a survey. The Dream Team prayed, studied scripture and books, 
and reviewed the new Mission Study Report, our previous mission and vision 
statements, and other documents. 

In April the team presented the Mission Statement, Core Values, and Tagline to 
the elders and were encouraged by their enthusiastic approval. The “identity 

statements” in this booklet will be a guide in the process of calling a new 
Senior Pastor and lead us into new territories of love and ministry. As 

we keep discerning and dreaming together, we ask you to continue 
praying for clarity and confidence in God’s plan for First Pres.

With gratitude,
Michael Barram
Charlene Chong, Elder
Karen Erickson, Chair
Chuck Fry, Mission Study Team Co-chair
Kathryn Hoffman
Mike Martinez
Jenna Mowat
Ruth Traylor
Steve Schibsted, Interim Senior Pastor
Vicki Stairs, Elder
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We are called by God,
transformed by grace,
strengthened in community,
confident that Christ is making all things new.
Now go:
Love concretely, even when it’s risky,
serve generously, whoever has need, and
pursue God’s restoring justice.

THE Mission Statement, core values, and tagline presented in this booklet 
were adopted by our Session in April 2019 after several months of careful and 
prayerful reflection by our pastors, our staff, and our Session. It really expresses 
in words the passionate heart of where we believe that we are called to go as 
a church in these next years.

We hope and pray that our values will shape, and guide, and motivate, and 
challenge us as we move with God into the future.

Our Mission
 OUR CORE 
VALUES  

Christ our Center
Responsive Worship
Thoughtful Inquiry
Unity in Diversity

Engaging in Our World



What essentially binds our life together is that we are on the journey following 
Jesus and we welcome all who are curious and open to Christ’s love. By God’s 
grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we seek the way of Jesus–whose 
life, death, and resurrection give shape to our individual lives and our life as an 
engaged church community.

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone.  In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually 
into a dwelling place for God. (Ephesians 2:19-22)

“…for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him.” (Colossians 1:16)

All that we do as a church flows from our worship of the Living God. We 
experience God’s presence through prayer, preaching, and the sacraments as a 
multigenerational fellowship with a dynamic tradition of inspiring music and visual 
arts. In community, we respond to God’s grace, engage our society’s injustices, 
and bear hope in a hurting world.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord  is our 
God, the Lord alone. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might. Keep these 
words that I am commanding you 
today in your heart. Recite them to 
your children and talk about them 
when you are at home and when 
you are away, when you lie down 
and when you rise. Bind them as 
a sign on your hand, fix them as 
an emblem on your forehead, and 
write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers 
and sisters, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual 

worship.” (Romans 
12:1)

Hear my voice, O God, 
in my complaint;
    preserve my life from 
the dread enemy.
Hide me from the secret 
plots of the wicked,
    from the scheming of evildoers,
who whet their tongues like swords,
    who aim bitter words like arrows,
shooting from ambush 
at the blameless;
    they shoot suddenly 
and without fear.
They hold fast to their evil purpose;
    they talk of laying snares secretly,
thinking, “Who can see us? 
     Who can search out our crimes?
We have thought out a 
cunningly conceived plot.”
    For the human heart 
and mind are deep.
But God will shoot his arrow at them;
    they will be wounded suddenly.
Because of their tongue he 
will bring them to ruin;
    all who see them will 
shake with horror.
Then everyone will fear;
    they will tell what God 
has brought about,
    and ponder what he has done.
Let the righteous rejoice in the Lord
    and take refuge in him.
Let all the upright in heart 
glory. (Psalm 64)

Christ Our Center Responsive Worship



As Jesus followers, Scripture shapes who we are from our youngest to most 
senior members. We are nourished by insightful preaching and excellent 
teaching. We engage a range of voices and viewpoints from all over the world 
and are constantly learning. We learn from one another as we engage in 
discussion and invite the work of the Holy Spirit, who is transforming us through 
the renewing of our minds.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

“Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to 
exhorting, to teaching.” (1 Timothy 4:13)

Each of us is loved by and created in the image of God. We love one another 
across our different generations, cultures, and perspectives. We seek to 
embrace the diversity among us in response to God’s infinite love. In times of 
disagreement, we are learning to choose empathy, conversation, and relationship.

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one 
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” 
(Colossians 3:12-14)

“Pursue peace with everyone, and the holiness without which no one will 
see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that 
no root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it many 
become defiled.” (Hebrews 12:14-15)

Thoughtful Inquiry Unity in Diversity



Belonging in Christ, 
Engaging the World.

Jesus cares for the least, the lost, and the left out. We are called to participate in 
God’s redemptive purposes in Berkeley and beyond. We seek the well-being of 
our local and global neighbors -- in particular, the university -- by relating more 
intentionally and serving as God’s hands and feet in the world. We share our faith 
by serving and bearing witness as we develop meaningful relationships. 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)

“But let justice roll down like waters,
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” (Amos 5:24)

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written:

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to 
say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’”  
(Luke 4:16-21)

We invite you—we invite every person who’s 
part of the life of this church—to prayerfully 
enter into an understanding of this mission, 
core values, and tagline, questioning what 
your own particular part in it is, and into 
willingness to share your resources and 
your time and your energies in seeking, by 
God’s grace, to embody and live it out. If it 
happens, it will be to God’s great glory, and 
it will be a sign that the mission God has 
given us is truly his own.

Engaging In Our World OUR TAGLINE
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