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Prelude: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
arr. Lani Smith

Welcome
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell

Choral Call to Worship: While We Are Waiting Come

While we are waiting, come
While we are waiting, come
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel,
While we are waiting, come

Advent Candle Lighting: The Candle of Hope

“The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.”

We hope for a world where all are fed.
We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.
We hope for a world with wide open doors.
We hope for a world with contagious laughter.
We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.
We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies, in the church, in
their physical homes.
We hope for that world.
We long for that world.
We are homesick for that world.
So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.
May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.
We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.

Song: While We Are Waiting Come



While we are waiting, come
While we are waiting, come
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel,
While we are waiting, come

While We Are Waiting, Come
Claire Coniger and Don Cason
CCLI Song # 27575 © Public Domain

Song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
our spirits by Thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
and order all things, far and nigh;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and cause us in her ways to go

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel

O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
fill all the world with heaven's peace

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel



VENI EMMANUEL
Latin Hymn, 12th Century- translation John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore
CCLI Song # 31982 © Public Domain

Prayer of Confession
Tim Buschek

It is never easy for us to confess our sins, Waiting God.
There are the hurts we have caused to our families and friends,
which we would like to forget.
There are those we believe are impossible to love,
and so we don't try.
There are people who live on the edge of our society,
and we ignore their cries for help.

Forgive us, God who comes near to us.
When we have lost our way, show us yours.
Lead us in humility down the streets of your kingdom.
Teach us your truth,
so we might be able to keep your Word,
revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Assurance of Pardon

One: God does not remember our sins,
but does remember the promises which have been made to us.
God does not shame us, but lifts us to new life.
All: Lead us in your hope, O God, and teach us your love.
You are the God of our days.
We wait for you to come to us. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Scripture: Luke 21:12-36

“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors



because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds
not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none
of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by
parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls.

“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has
come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those inside the city
must leave it, and those out in the country must not enter it; for these are days of
vengeance, as a fulfillment of all that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant and to
those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will be great distress on the earth
and wrath against this people; they will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away
as captives among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly,
like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Sermon: Waiting Patiently With Hope
Rev. Tom Elson

Prayers of the People / The Lord’s Prayer
Rev. Mark Stryker

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.



Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Give
Kathy Timpte

Song: Advent Hymn

Christ whose glory fills the skies
Christ the everlasting light
Son of righteousness arise
and triumph o'er these shades of night

Come thou long awaited one,
in the fullness of your love,
and loose this heat bound up by shame,
and we will never be the same

So here we wait in hope of you
with our soul's longing through and through
Dayspring from on high be near,
and daystar in our hearts appear

Dark and cheerless is the morn
until your love in us is born,
and joyless is the evening sun
until Emmanuel has come

Advent Hymn
Christy Nockels
CCLI Song # 7071465 © 2016 Sweater Weather Music

Benediction
Rev. Tom Elson


