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Prelude: on the Tune CWM RHONDDA, arr. Paul Manz

Welcome / Call to Worship
Rev. Tom Elson

One: It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High.
All: To declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.
One: For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your works; at the works of your hands I
sing for joy.
All: How great are your works, Or Lord! You are my refuge and my fortress; my
God, in whom I trust.
One: Come, let us worship God Almighty.

Song: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty; hold me with your powerful hand
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
Be thou still my strength and shield, Be thou still my strength and shield

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside
bear me through the swelling current, land me safe on Canaan's side
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee, I will ever give to thee.
Amen!

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
John Hughes, William Williams
CCLI Song # 1448 © Public Domain

Prayer of Confession
Rev. Tom Elson



Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from
us by our sin, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: Cleanse us
from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with
reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding
in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ your
Son.

Assurance of Pardon

One: Friends, believe the Good News:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. Amen.

Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Song: Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)

All these pieces broken and scattered,
in mercy gathered, mended and whole
Empty handed, but not forsaken
I've been set free, I've been set free

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found;
was blind but now I see

Oh I can see you now,
oh I can see the love in your eyes
Laying yourself down,
raising up the broken to life

You take our failure, you take our weakness,
you set your treasure in jars of clay
So take this heart, Lord I'll be your vessel;
the world to see your love in me

Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace)
Joel Houston, Jonas Myrin
CCLI Song # 133385 © 2014 Hillsong Music



Scripture: Genesis 38:11-30

Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father’s house until my
son Shelah grows up”—for he feared that he too would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went to
live in her father’s house.

In course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died; when Judah’s time of mourning was
over, he went up to Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. When
Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” she put off her
widow’s garments, put on a veil, wrapped herself up, and sat down at the entrance to Enaim,
which is on the road to Timnah. She saw that Shelah was grown up, yet she had not been given
to him in marriage.

When Judah saw her, he thought her to be a prostitute, for she had covered her face. He went
over to her at the roadside, and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that
she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?”

He answered, “I will send you a kid from the flock.” And she said, “Only if you give me a pledge,
until you send it.” He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, “Your signet and your
cord, and the staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her, and went in to her, and she
conceived by him. Then she got up and went away, and taking off her veil she put on the
garments of her widowhood.

When Judah sent the kid by his friend the Adullamite, to recover the pledge from the woman, he
could not find her. He asked the townspeople, “Where is the temple prostitute who was at Enaim
by the wayside?” But they said, “No prostitute has been here.”

So he returned to Judah, and said, “I have not found her; moreover the townspeople said, ‘No
prostitute has been here.’” Judah replied, “Let her keep the things as her own, otherwise we will
be laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and you could not find her.”

About three months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the whore;
moreover she is pregnant as a result of whoredom.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her
be burned.” As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, “It was the owner
of these who made me pregnant.” And she said, “Take note, please, whose these are, the signet
and the cord and the staff.” Then Judah acknowledged them and said, “She is more in the right
than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not lie with her again.

When the time of her delivery came, there were twins in her womb. While she was in labor, one
put out a hand; and the midwife took and bound on his hand a crimson thread, saying, “This one
came out first.” But just then he drew back his hand, and out came his brother; and she said,
“What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore he was named Perez. Afterward his
brother came out with the crimson thread on his hand; and he was named Zerah.



Sermon: Bring Her Out
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell

The Lord’s Prayer
Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Give
Shawn and Andrew Barile-Hill

Song: Go To the World!

Go to the world! Go into all the earth
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
baptizing as the sign of our rebirth
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go to the world! Go into every place
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray
The night of tears give way to joyous day
as servant Church you follow Christ’s own way
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
for I am with you till the age shall end,



when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Go to the World
Sylvia G. Dunston
©1991, GIA Publications, Inc.

Benediction
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell


