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As we celebrate Black History Month the music you will hear includes many songs from African and
African American composers. They speak of joy and overwhelming hope for a better today and tomorrow.
We hope these songs will enrich and be a source of encouragement and strength for your journey of faith.

Prelude: When Morning Gilds the Skies
arr. Dale Wood

Welcome
Rev. Tom Elson

Call to Worship

One: Great and good God, through our worship today:
All: give us pure hearts that we may see you,
One: humble hearts that we may hear you,
All: hearts of love that we may serve you,
One: hearts of faith that we may live in you,
All: reverent hearts that we may worship you,
One: here and in the world out there,
All: through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(from Dag Hammarskjöld)

Songs: To God Be The Glory (Hymn #72)

To God be the glory, great things he has done
So loved he the world that he gave us his son
Who yielded his life, an atonement for sin
And opened the life gate that all may go in

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the earth hear his voice
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory, great things he has done

O perfect redemption the purchase of blood
To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes



That moment from Jesus a pardon receives

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the earth hear his voice
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory, great things he has done

Great things he has taught us
Great things he has done
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the earth hear his voice
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give him the glory, great things he has done

To God Be the Glory
Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane
CCLI Song # 23426 Words and Music ©Public Domain

Prayer of Confession
Rev. Tom Elson

Merciful God,
You call us to follow;
to turn away from our own selfish interests,
and to take up our cross and follow after you,
even if the path is difficult to see,
or is heading in a direction we would never have chosen for ourselves.

Forgive us for being so quick to question
and so hesitant to follow.
Help us to see with the eyes of faith,
rather than from our own human point of view.

Teach us to follow without fear,
knowing that you are always with us,
leading the way.
Amen.



Assurance of Pardon

One: Friends, believe the good news:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. Amen.

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Testimony
Grace Su

Scripture: Matthew 16:13-28

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you
by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered
his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of
the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never
happen to you!”

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life



will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good will it be for
someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in
exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with
his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.

“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

One: The word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon: Jesus the Son of the Living God
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell

Excerpt from Brief Statement of Faith
Rev. Mark Stryker

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.

In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Give
Kathy Timpte and Jessica Stunz

Song: Man of Sorrows

Man of sorrows lamb of God by his own betrayed
The sin of man and wrath of God has been on Jesus laid

Silent as he stood accused, beaten mocked and scorned,
bowing to the father's will he took a crown of thorns

Oh that rugged cross, my salvation
where your love poured out over me
Now my soul cries out,
“Hallelujah, praise and honor unto thee!”

Sent of heaven God's own son to purchase and redeem,
and reconcile the very ones who nailed him to that tree

See the stone is rolled away, behold the empty tomb
Hallelujah God be praised, he's risen from the grave

Man of Sorrows
Brooke Ligertwood, Matt Crocker, CCLI Song # 6476063 © 2012 Hillsong Music

Benediction
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell


