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Welcome
Rev. Tom Elson

Call to Worship

One: The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases,
All: God's mercies never come to an end;
One: they are new every morning;
All: great is God's faithfulness.
One: The LORD is my portion, says my soul,
All: therefore I will hope in the Lord.
One: The LORD is good to those who wait for him,
All: to the soul that seeks him.
One: come let us worship the living God.

from Lamentations 3:22-25

Songs: How Firm A Foundation

How firm a foundation you saints of the Lord
is laid for your faith in His excellent word
what more can He say than to you He has said
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled

Fear not I am with thee O be not dismayed
for I am thy God I will still give you aid
I'll strengthen you help thee
and cause you to stand
upheld by My gracious omnipotent hand

When through the deep waters He calls thee to go
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow
for I will be with you your trouble to bless
And sanctify to you your deepest distress

When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie
my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply
the flames shall not hurt you I only design



Your dross to consume and your gold to refine

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not I will not desert to its foes
that soul though all hell should endeavor to shake
I'll never no never no never forsake

Text: John Mason Neale| Henry Purcell arr. James Parrish Smith
CCLI Song # 2647913 Public Domain

Prayer of Confession
Rev. Tom Elson

O Holy One, hear our prayers, confessing all that lies uneasily in our hearts….help us to
admit that we are broken, broken by fear and hate, by apathy and greed, broken by
sorrow and anxiety. Mend the broken places, and make them stronger.
O God, we are lost and cannot find our way home – the path we’re on seems unfamiliar
and frightening; we have wandered from our true self; we cannot see where you are
leading us, if you are leading us. Come and find us; rescue us from the frightening
places.
O Holy One, there is just too much, and we are so anxious about it all – about war;
about fire and flooding and earthquake; about politics and division; about scarcity; about
loneliness. Infuse peace and serenity in our hearts.
Remind us that you have claimed the world, and us, as your own, good and beloved
and redeemed. Amen.

by Beth Merrill Neel, modified

Assurance of Pardon

One: Friends, believe the good news:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and are being made whole. Amen.

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Testimony
Mindy Creson

Scripture: Luke 15:11-32



Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and
to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill
it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all
these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate
with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice,
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been
found.’”

One: The word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon: Jesus the Disrupter
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell

Affirmation of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ,
Fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor



and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen

Excerpted from the Brief Statement of Faith (PCUSA)

Invitation to the Table
Rev. Michelle Vecchio-Lyzenga

One: May Abba our God be with you!
All: And also with you!
One: Lift your hearts to the One who welcomes us home.
All: We open them to our God, who runs to embrace us with grace.
One: Sing glad songs to the One who provides this feast.
All: We join in singing to God, who throws a party for us in this place.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Call to Give
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell, Jason Draut

Song: Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation

Christ is made the sure foundation
Christ the head and cornerstone
chosen of the Lord and precious
binding all the Church in one
holy Zion's help forever
and our confidence alone

To this temple where we call you come
O Lord of Hosts and stay
come with all your lovingkindness
hear your people as they pray
and your fullest benediction
speak within these walls today.

Grant, we pray to all your faithful
all the gifts they ask to gain
what they gain from you forever
with the blessed to retain
and hereafter in your glory
evermore with Thee to reign

Praise and honor to the Father
laud and honor to the Son
laud and honor to the Spirit
ever Three and ever One
one in might and one in glory
while unending ages run

John Mason Neale
CCLI Song # 2647456  Public Domain

Benediction
Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell


