


 “…prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to 
 leave the God I love; here’s my heart, O, 

 take and seal it; seal it for thy courts 
 above.” 

 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Robinson, Wyeth 



 The desert is a strange and dangerous place. 

 These are the evocative words we use to introduce the desert, also known as the 
 wilderness,in Godly Play. “So many things happen to the people of God in the desert that we 
 need a piece of it to tell the stories,” we continue to tell our wide-eyed listeners. 
 As we enter these stories together, the children come to discover that the people of God find 
 themselves in the wilderness again and again; either because they were called into it, like 
 Abraham and Sarah; or because they are fleeing something, like the people of God leaving 
 Egypt; or because they are forced to enter it against their will, like the people of God being 
 torn from their beloved home at the time of the exile. In every circumstance, the people 
 encounter hunger, thirst, doubt, fear, and pain; yet they also encounter core truths about 
 themselves and, most importantly, they encounter God in new, empowering ways. 

 Jesus himself enters the wilderness after his baptism. There, he experiences the painful 
 aspects of wild wandering his people had known, which are intensified by his battles with 
 evil personified and the temptations to betray his calling and his very self. Jesus, God with 
 us, knows the pain of the wilderness and knows how to guide us through. Jesus emerged 
 from the wilderness prepared to enter his public ministry and begin a journey that would 
 change the world forever. 

 Though people rarely seek out the wilderness, and it is a place where we can easily get 
 lost, it is also a place where we can discover profound truths, and a place where we can 
 be found. So, let’s go. Let’s take a journey of faith together that will bring us to some 
 uncomfortable places and lead to a deeper understanding of ourselves as people who find 
 our true selves and purposes in God. Let’s embrace the discomfort, the wonder, and the 
 profound encounters on this wild journey, knowing that God holds and guides every step. 

 In order to help guide you through the journey this Lenten season, Children’s and Family 
 Ministry has created this devotional with a focus on transformational encounters with 
 Jesus as well as Jesus’s identity statements in the Gospel of John. There are also 
 suggestions for specific activities, and songs and readings for you to share. The hope is 
 that you will reflect on Jesus’s saving sacrifice and discover renewed life and purpose as 
 we take this transformative journey together. 

 May the Grace and Love of Our Lord Jesus Christ Be with You, 

 Rosemarie Eichner-Raja 
 Director of Children’s and Family Ministry 



 First Sunday in Lent | February 26 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times, deeply, slowly, and silently, as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds: 
 God's Son is Jesus. 
 He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 
 things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 This Is How We Know 

 God’s love is amazing. 
 We ran away, He saw we were lost. We needed a Savior. 
 He made a way, no matter the cost. 

 Jesus gave His life for us To pay for all of our sin 
 And by the power of His love He died and rose again. 

 Refrain: 
 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. Repeat There’s no greater love 
 above His. Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
 down His life for us. Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. 

 God's love is forever. 
 We'll live with Him eternally. He brought us together, 
 So we can belong to His family. 

 Jesus gave His life for us To pay for all of our sin 
 And by the power of His love He died and rose again. 

 CCLI Song # 5557079 |Beth Redman, Matt Redman 
 © 2009 Said And Done Music | CCLI License # 133385 

 Scripture 

 Different members of your family or friends gathered together may read the following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Calls Simon Peter – Luke 5:1-11 



 Once  while  Jesus  was  standing  beside  the  lake  of  Gennesaret,  and  the  crowd  was  pressing  in  on  him  to 
 hear  the  word  of  God,  he  saw  two  boats  there  at  the  shore  of  the  lake;  the  fishermen  had  gone  out  of 
 them  and  were  washing  their  nets.  He  got  into  one  of  the  boats,  the  one  belonging  to  Simon,  and  asked 
 him to put out a little way from the shore.Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your 
 nets for a catch.” 

 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.Yet if you say so, I will 
 let down the nets.” 

 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they 
 signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, 
 so that they began to sink. 

 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a 
 sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and 
 so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.Then Jesus said to Simon, 
 “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, 
 they left everything and followed him. 

 I am the Good Shepherd - John 10:11, 12 

 Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  good  shepherd.  The  good  shepherd  lays  down  his  life  for  the  sheep...I  know  my 
 own and my own know me." 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were in Peter’s place and Jesus asked you to put the boat 

 out in deep water…? 
 3.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “…from now on you will be catching people.” …? 
 4.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the good shepherd.” …? 
 5.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Prayer 

 Dear  Jesus,  thank  you  for  coming  to  live  with  us  and  for  calling  us  to  follow  you.  Help  us  to  love  you 
 all the days of our lives because you first loved us. Amen. 



 Second Sunday in Lent | March 5 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times, deeply, slowly, and silently, as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds: 
 The Son is Jesus. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact im- print of God's very being, and 
 he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 Beautiful Things 

 All this pain 
 I wonder if I’ll ever find my way 
 I wonder if my life could really change at all All this earth Could all that is lost ever be 
 found 
 Could a garden come up from this ground at all 

 Refrain: 
 You make beautiful things. 
 You make beautiful things out of the dust. You make beautiful things. 
 You make beautiful things out of us. 

 All around, hope is springing up From this old ground. 
 Out of chaos life is being found in You. 

 Refrain 

 CCLI Song # 5665521 |Lisa Gungor, Michael Gungor 
 © 2009 worshiptogether.com songs | CCLI License # 133385 

 Scripture 

 Different members of your family or friends gathered together may read the following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Heals a Man Who Could Not Walk - John 5:2-9 

 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Bethzatha, which has five 
 porticoes. In these lay many invalids--blind, lame, and paralyzed, waiting for the stirring of the water; 
 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred up the water; whoever 



 stepped in first after the stirring of the water was made well from whatever disease that person had. 
 One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew 
 that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" 

 The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; 
 and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me." 

 Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At once the man was made well, and he took up 
 his mat and began to walk. 

 I am the Vine - John 15:5 

 Jesus said, "I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
 because apart from me you can do nothing." 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were the person who had waited by the pool for so long…? 
 3.  I wonder why Jesus asked him “Do you want to be made well?” …? 
 4.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the vine, you are the branches.” …? 
 5.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Response 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 I've Got a River of Life 

 I've got a river of life flowing out of me Makes the lame to walk and the blind to see 
 Opens prison doors, sets the captives free I've got a river of life flowing out of me 
 Spring up o well (splish! splash!) within my soul 
 Spring up o well (splish! splash!) and make me whole 
 Spring up o well (splish! splash!) and give to me that life abundantly  . 

 Prayer 

 Dear Jesus, thank you for caring for us so much. You are the only one who can really heal us and make 
 us well. You are the only one who can forgive us and make us clean. If there is someone in our lives who 
 is sick or sad, help us to comfort them and show them your love. If there is someone in our lives we 
 need to forgive, help us to offer forgiveness as you have forgiven us. Amen. 



 Third Sunday in Lent | March 12 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times - deeply, slowly, and silently - as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds: 
 The  Son  is  Jesus.  He  is  the  reflection  of  God's  glory  and  the  exact  imprint  of  God's  very  being,  and 
 he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 All Creatures of Our God and King 

 All  Creatures  of  our  God  and  King,  lift  up  your  voice  and  with  us  sing,  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Thou  burning 
 sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
 O praise him, O praise him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Thou rushing wind that art so strong, ye clouds that sail in heaven along, O praise Him! Alleluia! 
 Thou  rising  morn,  in  praise  rejoice,  ye  lights  of  evening,  find  a  voice!  O  praise  him,  O  praise  him, 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Thou  flowing  water,  pure  and  clear,  make  music  for  thy  Lord  to  hear,  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Thou  fire  so 
 masterful  and  bright,  that  givest  us  both  warmth  and  light,  O  praise  him,  O  praise  him,  Alleluia, 
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him in humbleness. O praise him, Alleluia! 
 Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three in One! O praise him, O praise 
 him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 CCLI Song # 3608102 |Brent Milligan, David Crowder, St. Francis of Assisi, Wm. Henry Draper Music © 2002 Sixsteps Music 
 | CCLI License # 133385 

 Scripture 

 Different members of your family or friends gathered together may read the  following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Feeds the Hungry Crowd - John 6:1-14 

 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large 
 crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the 
 mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 



 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to 
 buy bread for these people to eat?" He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to 
 do. 

 Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 
 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, "There is a boy here who has five 
 barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?" 

 Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 
 down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
 loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as 
 much as they wanted. 

 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may 
 be lost." So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those 
 who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 

 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to 
 come into the world." 

 I am the Bread of Life - John 6:35, 51 

 Jesus said, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in 
 me will never be thirsty. . . I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
 bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were the child whose lunch was chosen to share with so many 

 people…? 
 3.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the bread of life…” …? 
 4.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Prayer 

 Dear Jesus, thank you for providing what we need. We need food when we are hungry, and we need you 
 all the time. Help us to see who is hungry around us and show us how to help them get food. Help us to 
 see the people who need to hear about your love and show us how to share your love with them. Amen. 



 Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 19 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times - deeply, slowly, and silently - as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds: 
 God’s Son is Jesus. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, 
 and he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 One Thing Remains 

 Higher than the mountains that I face. Stronger than the power of the grave. Constant through the trial 
 and the change. One thing remains. One thing remains. 

 Refrain: 
 Your  love  never  fails,  it  never  gives  up,  it  never  runs  out  on  me.  Your  love  never  fails, 
 it never gives up, it never runs out on me. (Repeat) 

 On and on and on it goes. 
 It overwhelms and satisfies my soul.  And I never,  ever, have to be 
 afraid. 
 One thing remains. One thing remains. One thing remains. 

 Refrain 

 CCLI Song # 5665521 |Brian Johnson, Christa Black Gifford, Jeremy Riddle 

 ©2010 ChristaJoy Music Publishing | CCLI License # 133385 

 Scripture 

 Take turns reading the following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Heals a Little Girl – Mark 5:21-24; 35-43 

 When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he 
 was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, 
 fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay 
 your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” So he went with him. And a large crowd 
 followed him and pressed in on him. 



 While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. 
 Why trouble the teacher any further?” 

 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only 
 believe.” 

 He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. When they came 
 to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 
 When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead 
 but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 

 Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, 
 and went in where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which 
 means, “Little girl, get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve 
 years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered them that no one 
 should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

 I am the Gate - John 10: 9 

 “I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.” 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were in Jairus’ (the dad’s) place…? 
 3.  I wonder what the other disciples were thinking while this was happening…? 
 4.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the gate.” …? 
 5.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Response 

 Jesus Loves Me 
 Jesus loves me, this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong They are weak, but he is 
 strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! 
 Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 Public Domain 

 Prayer 

 Loving  Jesus,  you  know  us  and  you  call  us  to  trust  you.  Please  give  us  the  gift  of  deep  faith  in  you.  With 
 your power and your love in us, we can do beautiful things. Thank you for coming to save us. Amen. 



 Fifth Sunday in Lent | March 26 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times - deeply, slowly, and silently - as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds: 
 God’s Son is Jesus. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, 
 and he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 Be Thou My Vision 

 Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me, save that thou art— Thou my best 
 thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word, I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; Thou and thou 
 only, first in my heart, 
 High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art. 

 High King of heaven, my victory won, 
 May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 CCLI Song # 306391 | Eleanor Henrietta Hull, Mary Elizabeth Byrne Public Domain | CCLI License # 
 133385 

 Scripture 

 Different members of your family or friends gathered together may read the following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Heals a Blind Man - John 9:1-7 

 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
 or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might 
 be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 
 no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 



 man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and 
 washed and came back able to see. 

 I am the Light of the World - John 8:12 

 Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the 
 light of life." 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were the person Jesus healed…? I wonder what it feels 

 like to be able to see when you have been blind…? 
 3.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the light of the world…” …? 
 4.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Prayer 

 Beloved Jesus, you are the bright light in our lives and for the whole world. We can feel the warmth of 
 your spirit and we trust you to be our guide. Help us to share your light with others wherever we go this 
 week. Thank you. Amen. 



 Sixth Sunday in Lent | April 2 

 Practice 

 Light a candle to signify that Jesus, the Light of the World, has come to be with us. Pray together the 
 ‘prayer of three breaths.’ Simply breathe in and out three times - deeply, slowly, and silently - as you 
 remember that God is as close to you as the very breath you breathe. 

 Call to Worship 

 An adult reads: 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
 days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
 created the worlds. (Hebrews 1:1-2) 

 A child asks:  Who is the Son? 

 An adult responds:  God’s Son is Jesus. He is the reflection  of God's glory and the exact imprint of 
 God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 Worship 

 Sing or meditate on the following song: 

 In Christ Alone 

 In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; this Cornerstone, this 
 solid Ground, 
 firm through the fiercest drought and storm. What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are 
 stilled, when strivings cease! My Comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 In Christ alone, who took on flesh Fullness of God in helpless babe! This gift of love and righteousness 
 Scorned by the ones he came to save: Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
 The wrath of God was satisfied - For every sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live. 

 There in the ground His body lay Light of the world by darkness slain: Then bursting forth in 
 glorious Day Up from the grave he rose again! And as He stands in victory 
 Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, or I am His and He is mine - 

 Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me; From life's first cry to final breath. 
 Jesus commands my destiny. 

 No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand; Till He returns or calls me home, 
 Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 CCLI Song #3350395 | Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 
 © 2001 Thankyou Music | CCLI License # 133385 

 Scripture 

 Different members of your family or friends gathered together may read the following Scriptures aloud: 

 Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead - John 11:17, 32-45 



 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. When Mary came 
 where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 
 brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
 weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, "Where have you laid him?" They 
 said to him, "Lord, come and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But 
 some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 

 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
 Jesus said, "Take away the said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
 days." 

 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 

 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
 may believe that you sent me." 

 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands 
 and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and 
 let him go." 

 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 I am the Resurrection - John 11:25 

 Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live." 

 Reflection and Sharing 

 Discuss the following questions with your family and friends: 

 1.  I wonder what your favorite part of these Scriptures is…? 
 2.  I wonder how you would feel if you were Lazarus’ sisters…? I wonder how you would feel if you 

 were Lazarus coming back from the dead…? 
 3.  I wonder what Jesus meant when he said “I am the resurrection and the life…” …? 
 4.  I wonder what the most important part of these stories is…? 

 Prayer 

 Dear Jesus, thank you for showing us that nothing can separate us from your love – not even death. You 
 give all of us hope. Thank you for giving us new life in you. Amen. 



 For Further Study 
 The New Testament Gospel  accounts of the death and  resurrection of Jesus can be found in: 

 Matthew, chapters 27 - 28 
 Mark, chapters 14 - 16 
 Luke, chapters 22 - 24 
 John, chapters 18 - 21 

 Other Resources for Families 

 •  Faithful Families, Creating Sacred Moments at Home  by Traci Smith 
 •  Faithful Families for Lent, Easter, and Resurrection: Simple Ways to Create Meaning for the Season  by 

 Traci Smith 
 •  Prayers for Faithful Families  by Traci Smith 
 •  The Jesus Storybook Bible  by Sally Lloyd Jones & Illustrated  by Jago 
 •  You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit  by James K. A. Smith 
 •  The Prodigal God, Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith  by Timothy Keller 
 •  The Cultivated Life  by Susan S. Phillips 
 •  Who Is My Neighbor?  by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg  Sasso 
 •  Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor Too  by Jennifer Grant  and Benjamin Schipper 
 •  Christ in Easter: A Family Celebration of Holy Week  published by Nav Press 
 •  To Dance with God: Family Ritual and Community Celebration 

 by Gertrud Mueller Nelson 
 •  The Story of Easter for Children  by Beverly Wiersum 
 •  Lilies, Rabbits, and Painted Eggs  by Edna Barth 
 •  Our Family Easter Book  by Mary Batchelor Petook 
 •  An Easter Story  by Caryll Houselander 
 •  The Easter Story  by Brian Wildsmith 
 •  The Way of the Cross for Children  edited by Louis  M. Savary 
 •  Symbols of Church Seasons and Days  by John Bradner 
 •  The Story of Easter Symbols  published by Clarion Books 
 •  Puddle Wonderful: Poems to Welcome Spring  edited by  Bobbi Katz 
 •  A Picture Book of Passover  by David Adler 
 •  Christ in the Passover  by Ceil and Moishe Rosen 
 •  Celebrate Passover Haggadah  by Joan Lipis 
 •  Passover Haggadah, A Messianic Celebration  by Eric-Peter  Lipson 
 •  Passover Recipes Booklet  by Melissa Moskowitz 

 This devotional was created by the Children’s and Family Ministry Department of First Presbyterian Church of 
 Berkeley. All Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0827211414/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1


 Family Practices for Lent 
 Consider some of these practices to enhance your Lenten journey: 

 Plant spring bulbs and watch them grow and bloom. Enjoy the slow process of growth and 
 transformation. How does this process remind you of the work God is doing in us and in the world? If 
 you have bulbs that come up in your garden each year, discuss the cycle of growth, death, and rebirth 
 they represent and consider how this experience can inform our Lenten journey. 

 Go  on  a  gentle  nature  walk  or  refreshing  hike  as  a  family.  As  you  observe  the  changes  of  spring, 
 wonder about how this transformation might remind us of Jesus’ Resurrection. 

 Create a ‘Lenten basket’ to place in a prominent spot in your home. Encourage each family member to 
 place something in it each day that reminds them  of  God’s presence and work in their lives, or a prayer 
 offered or answered. A flower? A simple picture in crayon or marker? A word on a piece of paper that 
 represents a special moment or conversation? Share these objects and stories during mealtimes or a 
 special time you set aside as a family. 

 Gather together to complete a puzzle or spend time with coloring pages without the distraction of 
 television or loud music. Allow this quiet space to bring you peace or present a natural opening for 
 conversation. 

 Set aside time to read the Bible together. Consider reading through  one of the Gospels in its entirety,  or 
 focusing on one aspect of Jesus’ life, such as his miracles, his transformational encounters, his parables, 
 his relationship with his disciples, or the account of Holy Week. 

 Reach out to people who might be lonely, people who are sick, a person in need of encouragement, or 
 a college student who can’t go home for Easter or spring break. Call, text, send notes of 
 encouragement, or create care packages to drop off and brighten someone’s day! 

 Be especially intentional about saying ‘I love you’ and showing love for others. Openly discuss how it 
 feels to live as someone who is loved and is called to love. Is it cool? Weird? Hard? How does it change 
 us to know we are loved and called to show love to everyone? Be open to the surprising ways God will 
 meet you in this special season! 

 Bake Special Lenten Foods 

 Pretzels:  5th century monks at the Vatican gave food  to the poor during Lent. Since leaven was not 
 allowed, only unleavened bread was distributed. The dough was shaped to represent a monk's arms 
 folded in prayer, thus the traditional pretzel shape. Combine 2 egg yolks and 1/4 cup creamed butter or 
 margarine. Add 1 cup flour. Fold in 2 beaten egg whites. Roll into pencil-size strips, shape and brush 
 with milk. Sprinkle with coarse salt. Bake at 375° for 10 minutes. 

 Unleavened Bread:  This type of bread is eaten during  Passover to remember the Israelites’ hasty exit 
 out of Egypt. In Godly Play, we sometimes call this the ‘hurry, hurry!’ bread. Knead together 1 1/2 cups 
 flour, 1 tsp. salt, 2 tsp. shortening and 1/3 cup cold water. Roll into a thin sheet and cut into circles. 
 Prick with a fork.Bake at 375° for 20 minutes. 

 Hot Cross Buns:  Use your favorite yeast roll recipe  and add additional sugar, raisins, cinnamon, nutmeg, 
 and allspice to taste. After the first rising, shape dough into balls and let rise until almost doubled in 
 bulk. Bake according to recipe. Decorate with the tradition- al cross, using a glaze made of 1/2 cup 
 confectioners’ sugar, 2 tsp. hot milk and 1/4 tsp. vanilla. 

 Attend special virtual Lenten services and invite friends and neighbors to join you! 




