
LENT & HOLY WEEK 
AT FIRST PRES
February 22 to April 9 



INVITATION 
Found in the Wilderness

Isolated and abandoned. Hungry and thirsty. Vulnerable and alone.
 

Most of us spend our entire lives avoiding these very things. Instead, we surround ourselves with
people, stock our refrigerators, and make sure we are always in the know.  And yet, it is these
uncomfortable experiences that are trademarks of the hallowed space we know in Scripture and
in life as the wilderness.
 

While the concept of wilderness often evokes images of desert plains and physical suffering, it
can also be found in the busiest of cities and endured within our minds and souls. No matter
where or how we enter into this desolate place, there is no denying the fact that the wilderness
has the strange and sacred power of drawing us closer to God and encountering the divine in
ways we never would have expected.
 

So this Lent, instead of avoiding the divine desert, we are going to embrace it. We are going to
trace the dusty steps of those who walked in the desert, those who hid in the mountains, those
who felt invisible. And in those painful and scary places, we are going to trust that while we may
feel lost and alone, God will find us wherever we might be.

GROW

Encountering Jesus for the First Time, Again: A Narrative Journey in the Shadow of the
Galilean (Sundays, March 5 to April 2, 9–10:15 am, Geneva Hall, G202) Discuss Gerd Theissen's
engaging story as biblical scholar Michael Barram helps unpack some of the social, cultural,
political, economic, and historical dynamics that surface in the book.

The Enneagram: A Journey Toward Transformation (Sundays, March 5 to April 2, 9–10:15 am,
Geneva Hall, G208) The Enneagram is an ancient tool that invites Christians on a journey of
transformation by helping us be more mindful of our motivations and behavioral patterns.

Eight Dates: Essential Conversations for a Lifetime of Love (Sundays, March 5 to April 2,        
 9–10:15 am, Calvin Room) Committed relationships and lasting love are not by chance; they're by
choice. Join us for a series of fun and constructive conversations for couples at all stages of life.

Holy Ground: Real Talk About When We Find Ourselves Lost (Panel Discussion, February 26,  
 9–10 am, Gym and on YouTube) The season of Lent diverts us from our familiar paths and invites
us to journey with Jesus through wilderness terrain.



Building Families of Faith (Parents of young children (birth–5th grade, Sundays, March 5 to April 2,
9–10:15 am, Calvin Room) Join us for conversation, questions, and fellowship as we learn and
encourage one another on our shared journey and commitment to building families of faith.

Community Groups for Lent (February 26 to April 2, Days and Times Vary) Gather in small groups
to encourage and care for one another and explore how God’s word inspires, shapes, and directs
our lives. Register between February 12–22.

A Contemplative Lenten Retreat (March 4, 9:30–11:30 am, Virtual via Zoom) Join us for
reflection, confession, and prayer as we contemplate God’s great love for us and our aching
world amidst a pandemic and time of social turmoil. 

SERVE 

Children’s Choir (Sundays, February 26 to March 26, 9–10 am, Westminster Building,  Rm. 213B,     
 K-4th Grades) Choir provides a unique space for children to connect with each other and faith
through music and is an exciting and enriching part of our life together at First Pres. 

Youth Choir (5th–12th Grade, Sundays, February 26 to March 26, 11:30 am–12:15 pm, Choir Room)
Experience the joy of music and helping to lead in worship. We will be working on a variety of
choral music to sing in some of the services throughout the semester.

Do Justice: Day of Service with Project Peace (March 11, 9 am–12 pm, Locations vary) As the
host of this day of service, we invite you to join us at schools and mission partner organizations
where we will support work in education, homelessness, and more. Bring your friends, family, or
community group to be part of a small amount of time that will have a big impact. 

Lenten Offering:  A special offering will be collected for International Justice Mission and
MISSSEY, supporting their work focused on human trafficking intervention. 

Children’s Ministry Sunday Programs Volunteers (Sundays, 9–11:30 am) Spend time with
children in our congregation playing, praying, and rebuilding community. We are seeking fully
vaccinated and boosted volunteers to provide a loving welcome and create safe spaces for 
 children. For questions or to sign up, contact Rosemarie at rosemariee@fpcberkeley.org.

Welcome Team & Servers  (Worship Services and Special Events) Extend a warm welcome to all
those who enter our doors. Greeters are needed throughout the Lenten season and Holy Week.
Servers are needed for the Palm Sunday Concert Ice Cream Social. For questions, contact Janet
at janets@fpcberkeley.org. Visit our website for specific dates and times and to sign up. 



WORSHIP

CONNECT
Newcomer Lunch (Sunday, February 26, 11:30 am, Calvin Room) Whether you are a first-time
visitor or have been attending for a while, we want to welcome you and get to know you over
lunch. Meet our pastors and learn more about getting connected at First Pres. 

Starting Point (Sundays, March 5 to March 26, 9 am, Geneva Hall, G207) Are you new to our First
Pres community and curious about what animates us? Looking for ways to get involved? Or
considering making this your home church? If you answered "yes," Starting Point is for you.

Congregational Meeting (March 12, 11:45 am, Sanctuary, In person only) Gather to celebrate
another year of ministry, review this coming year’s budget, and welcome returning and new
church leadership. 

Children’s Worship Program (Sundays, 10:30–11:30 am, Two years through Pre-K, Westminster
Hall, W214; K–4th Grade, W204) Loving volunteers tell stories from the Bible, model Christian
community, and invite children into a play-based program, prioritizing healthy interaction,
kindness, and sharing. 

On Palm Sunday, infants up to two years old and children Kindergarten and older are invited to
join their families for worship in lieu of regular children’s programming. Regular programming
will be available for ages two to Pre-K  

On Easter Sunday, children of all ages are invited to participate in the joyful celebration of Jesus’s
resurrection with their families in the Sanctuary. There will be no regular children’s
programming.
 

Ash Wednesday (February 22, 5:45 pm, Sanctuary/Patio) Join us for a silent soup meal and the
administration of ashes as we solemnly reflect on Jesus’ life, paying particular attention to his
humanity, his mortality, and his dedication to service of others. Childcare and dinner for children
ages two years to 4th grade available by contacting Rosemarie, rosemariee@fpcberkeley.org.

Sunday Worship (Sermon Series, Found in the Wilderness, Sundays, February 26 to April 9, 10:30 am,
Sanctuary) 



SUNDAYS  AT A GLANCE
9 am

Children’s Choir (February 26 to March 26, 9–10 am, Westminster Building, Rm. 213B, K-4th Grades)
Choir provides a unique space for children to connect with each other and faith through music.

Children’s Pre-Worship Program (8:50 am, Two years through Pre-K, Westminster Hall, Rm. W214;
K–4th Grade, Rm. W204) Loving volunteers model Christian community and invite children into a
play-based program that prioritizes healthy interaction, kindness, and sharing.

Y.E.S. (Youth Exploring Scripture, 5th–12 Grades, Sundays, February 26–March 26, 9 am) Gather for
in-depth study of Scripture and life application. Along with teaching and dialogue, youth will be
challenged to grow in their faith and relationships.

High School Breakfast (9th–12th Grade, 9:30 am–10:20 am, March 5 and April 2, Westminster Hall,
Church Lounge, W102) Gather for a hearty breakfast and a time of informal discussion on current
news and how the scriptures can support our posture in every circumstance.

Adult Christian Formation (Opportunities vary, Geneva Hall 2nd Floor & Calvin Room) 

10:30 am     

Worship 

After Worship 

Youth Choir (5th–12th Grade, February 26 to March 26, 11:30 am–12:15 pm, Choir Room)
Experience the joy of singing while working on a variety of choral music to share in services
throughout the semester. 

Connect(her) (February 26–April 2, 11:45 am–12:45 pm, Geneva Hall, G206) Women of all
circumstances are invited to deepen our relationship with God and one another through sharing
our own stories and prayer. 

Open Door Community Group (February 26–April 2, 11:45 am–1 pm, Geneva Hall, G205) Drop in
anytime for community, conversation, and prayer. If you are new to First Pres or have been
coming for a while, we invite you to join us and make new connections!



Holy Week
Palm Sunday Worship (April 2, 10:30 am, Sanctuary) We will wave palm branches
to mark Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem and begin our Holy Week
journey. We are excited to have children, Kinder and older, participate in the
processional and join their families for worship in lieu of regular children’s
programming. Regular programming will be available for ages two to Pre-K on the
2nd floor of the Westminster Building, room W214 (Teddy Bear Lair).

Palm Sunday Hymn Sing & Ice Cream Social (April 2, 3 pm, Sanctuary/Plaza) The
First Pres Concert Choir will present a dynamic presentation of Robert Ray’s
Gospel Mass followed by a festive ice cream social.

Maundy Thursday, Dinner and Service (April 6, 6–8 pm, Plaza) Join us for a
community dinner 6-6:30 pm on the Plaza followed by a communion service 6:30–
7:30 pm. All ages are welcome.

Good Friday Service (April 7, 7 pm, Sanctuary) Meditate on Christ’s suffering and
death through The Way of the Cross, a Tenebrae service that uses music, dramatic
readings, enabling us to witness God’s passionate love. 

Easter Sunday Worship (April 9, 9 am and 11 am, Sanctuary) We celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Children of all ages are invited to
participate in this joyful service with their families in the Sanctuary. There will be
no regular children’s programming.



PARKING
For all events and services, free parking is available in the First Pres garage (no
validation needed). If First Pres garage is full, parking is also available in the
Telegraph Channing Garage across the street (validate Telegraph Channing tickets
at First Pres Reception).

CONTACT

For questions, contact as info@fpcberkeley.org



2407 Dana Street | Berkeley, CA 94704
fpcberkeley.org | 510 848 6242

For more information, go to fpcberkeley.org/lent 
or click on QR code


