
Listen, Converse, Imagine
Luke 19:1-10 (NRSV)

Open in Prayer
Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of 
discovery and connection.

Gather

He entered Jericho and was passing through 
it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was 
trying to see who Jesus was, but on account 
of the crowd he could not, because he was 
short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed 
a sycamore tree to see him, because he was 
going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came 
to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must 
stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down 

and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it 
began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be 
the guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus 
stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of 
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and 
if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will 
pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said 
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the 
Son of Man came to seek out and to save the 
lost.”
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Reflect back over this past week, where did you sense God opening you up to see and/or respond,  
in some new way, to personal or communal pain, sorrow, injustice?  



Pray
Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers 
during the coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern.  

Respond

What commitment do you want to make or action do you want to take after listening to the message 
and reflecting with your group?

1. Think back to the past week… Trace your steps, the places you went, the interactions you had 
with friends and strangers alike.  Can you recall seeing or engaging in random or tiny acts of 
kindness?  How did it make you feel?

2. When you think of a “minister”, what qualities, qualifications or characteristics come to mind?  
Do you think of yourself as a minister?  Why or why not?

3. If we are called to share the Gospel in “thought, word, and deed”, what are some small deeds 
you can engage in this week that bear witness to your faith?

Reflect



Listen, Converse, Imagine
1 Kings 17:7-16

Open in Prayer
Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of 
discovery and connection.

Gather

But after a while the wadi dried up because 
there was no rain in the land.
8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs 
to Sidon, and live there, for I have commanded 
a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set out 
and went to Zarephath. When he came to the 
gate of the town, a widow was there gathering 
sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a 
little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11 As 
she was going to bring it, he called to her and 
said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 
12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I 
have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in 
a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering 
a couple of sticks so that I may go home and 

prepare it for myself and my son, that we may 
eat it and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be 
afraid; go and do as you have said, but first 
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, 
and afterward make something for yourself 
and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God 
of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied 
and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that 
the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went 
and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he 
and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar 
of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of 
oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that 
he spoke by Elijah.

.
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Reflect back over this past week, where did you sense you were being used by God to serve or minister, in 
some way, to someone in the course of your daily comings and goings.  

What struck you with a sense of urgency? A sense that the time is now to take action?



Pray
Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers 
during the coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern.  

Respond

What commitment do you want to make or action do you want to take after listening to the message 
and reflecting with your group?

1. Settle in, meditate, and think of a time when you experienced a significant loss. What do you 
remember about that time?  How did you feel? How did you respond? If you are comfortable, 
share some of your memories with the group.

2. Now think of how others responded to you during that time. In what ways were you ministered 
to?  Again, share with the group if you are willing and able.

3. Finally, how did that experience open you up to see the world anew?  Did it enable you to 
respond in new and different ways to the sorrow you witnessed in the world? If so, how?

Reflect



Listen, Converse, Imagine
Matthew 4:18-25 (The Message)

Open in Prayer
Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of 
discovery and connection.

Gather

Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus 
saw two brothers: Simon (later called Peter) 
and Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their 
nets into the lake. It was their regular work. 
Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a 
new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll show you 
how to catch men and women instead of perch 
and bass.” They didn’t ask questions, but simply 
dropped their nets and followed.

A short distance down the beach they came 
upon another pair of brothers, James and 
John, Zebedee’s sons. These two were sitting 
in a boat with their father, Zebedee, mending 
their fishnets. Jesus made the same offer to 
them, and they were just as quick to follow, 
abandoning boat and father.

From there he went all over Galilee. He used 
synagogues for meeting places and taught 
people the truth of God. God’s kingdom was his 
theme—that beginning right now they were 
under God’s government, a good government! 
He also healed people of their diseases and 
of the bad effects of their bad lives. Word got 
around the entire Roman province of Syria. 
People brought anybody with a sickness, 
whether mental, emotional, or physical. Jesus 
healed them, one and all. More and more 
people came, the momentum gathering. 
Besides those from Galilee, crowds came from 
the “Ten Towns” across the lake, others up from 
Jerusalem and Judea, still others from across 
the Jordan.
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Reflect back over this past week, where did you sense you were being used by God to serve or minister,  
in some way, to someone in the course of your daily comings and goings? How did Shiphrah & Puah’s story 

influence your thoughts and actions? Share with your group.



Pray
Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers 
during the coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern.  

Respond

What commitment do you want to make or action do you want to take after listening to the message 
and reflecting with your group?

1. What about this text surprised you? What challenged you? What encouraged or comforted you?

2. How did Kamal’s sermon help you see this passage or God anew?

3. What are some tangible ways you can put these learnings into practice? What hindrances 
(internally and/or externally) could you anticipate? What are the potential blessings? 

Reflect



Listen, Converse, Imagine
Exodus 1:1-22

Open in Prayer
Invite the Holy Spirit into your gathering, giving God praise for your community and this journey of 
discovery and connection.

Gather

These are the names of the sons of Israel 
who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his 
household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 
3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and 
Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 The total number of 
people born to Jacob was seventy. (Joseph was 
already in Egypt.) 6 Then Joseph died, and all 
his brothers, and that whole generation.  
7 But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; 
they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, 
so that the land was filled with them.
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not 
know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the 
Israelite people are more numerous and more 
powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly 
with them, or they will increase and, in the 
event of war, join our enemies and fight against 
us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they 

set taskmasters over them to oppress them 
with forced labor. They built supply cities, 
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the 
more they were oppressed, the more they 
multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians 
came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians 
subjected the Israelites to hard servitude 14 and 
made their lives bitter with hard servitude in 
mortar and bricks and in every kind of field 
labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that 
they imposed on them.
15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew 
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, 16 “When you act as 
midwives to the Hebrew women and see them 
on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is 
a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives 
feared God; they did not do as the king of 
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The last thing anyone wants to be called is “ordinary.” We think being “ordinary” means not being special 
or making a difference…yet Scripture begs to differ. From the Old Testament to the New, God uses ordinary 

individuals in ordinary circumstances in ordinary places to do the extraordinary. 

Reflect back over this past week, where did you sense you were being used by God to serve or minister, in 
some way, to someone in the course of your daily comings and goings. Share with your group.



Pray
Allow ample time to not only hear from one another how we can hold each other in our prayers 
during the coming week but also to pray together for God’s grace to flow over each concern.  

Respond

What commitment do you want to make or action do you want to take after listening to the message 
and reflecting with your group?

1. What stands out to you about Shiphrah and Puah’s faithfulness? 

2. What about this narrative is ordinary?  What about it is extraordinary?

3. What about the example of these two heroines can you model in your own life?

Reflect

Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys 
live.  
18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives 
and said to them, “Why have you done this and 
allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to 
Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not 
like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous 
and give birth before the midwife comes to 

them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, 
and the people multiplied and became very 
strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, 
he gave them families.  
22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
“Every son that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every 
daughter live.”


