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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

“And Jesus came and said to them ‘All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Haly Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, to the close of the
age.”” {Matt. 28:18-20)

If any single quotation from the Holy Bible could lay
claim to be the life verse for our congregation through
the years, it seems to me that the Great Commission
is that quotation.

These decisive words were spoken to the eleven
disciples following the victory of Jesus Christ over
the two great tragedies of man—sin and death. The
eleven disciples, ordinary men but servants of the
Lord, were granted the privilege of sharing the Good
News of that victory with all people everywhere—
ancient barriers of race, sex or age were overcome by
the very immensity of the events at Calvary and the
empty tomb.

First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley has through

these years since 1878, been a congregation represent-

ing a very wide cross-section of ages, a fellowship of
every race and many nationalities, a people who have
been blessed and profoundly challenged by the Lord
of the church and His Commission. We are ordinary

people too, but throughout our journey the faithful-

ness of God has been proved out in our experience.

This booklet is an attempt to show in human scale
some impressions of that 95-year journey and what it
has meant to our forefathers, to us, and to our
children.

Your Pastor,
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The story of our three buildings gives us a picture
of growth. Growth in physical size needed to serve a
growing membership and program that eventually
reached around the world in its Christian concern and
commitment to make Christ known and foved by all
men everywhere.

The founders of First Church knew they needed a

building. The closest Presbyterian gathering was West-

minster Church in the village of West Berkeley two
miles away and early records relate that muddy roads
presented such difficulties to the residents near the
college that they decided to form a new church. Even
before the church secured a pastor, steps were taken
to secure fand and a building. The final site selection
was the corner of Fulton Street and Allston Way,
where Edwards Field now stands, and cost $1,700. A
modest wooden structure of early American style
was chosen costing $2,700. Furnishings and fencing
costs of $200 brought the total commitment to
$4,600. The small congregation was grateful for a gift
of $1,250 from the Presbyterian Board of Church
Erection. Thus we see that this church which histor-
ically has been a generous supporter of missions was
itself indebted to the benevolent offerings of other
churches in its initial days. The building was dedicated
one year—less one day—from the founding date. The
old Session records read, “We are growing out of our
desultory, infantile state into the consciousness of
what we are and what we have to do. And we are not
without warning to work while the day lasts.”

The flavor of life in the first building is captured in
this letter written by one who first attended Sunday
School in our church in 1886: . . . the social life of
the city centered around the churches. Suppers,
socials, picnics and other activities were held fre-
quently and were well attended. There were no street
fights and one had to carry a lantern to light the way
at night. As there were no sidewalks and plenty of
mud, it was necessary to walk single file with the
head man carrying the lantern to one side so those
behind could see the plank on which to walk. There
were no telephones and the news of the week neces-

sarily had to be exchanged on the steps of the church
following Sunday services.’”

This building housed all the activities of the church
for fifteen years. The first twelve years saw seven
pastors serve and membership grow to 139. With the
coming of Rev. H. A. Ketchum in 1821 the member-
ship more than doubled, increasing to 296, and the
small building was no longer adeguate. A second
building and more land was needed.

The Friends Church bought the first building but
allowed First Church to move it to the rear of the lot
and to use it during the erection of the second build-
ing. Shortly after securing the building, the Friends
moved it to a lot on Haste Street above Shattuck
Avenue and later to Channing Way and Fulton Street
where it was used without great alteration until 1923
when it was, without discarding the original building,
transformed into the present edifice.

The congregation purchased an adjoining lot for
$4,500 and a much larger structure was built costing
$20,000. It was dedicated May 3, 1896 and the records
show that the cornerstone was laid by Professor
Le Conte, famous scientist with the University, who
played a prominent role in the founding of the church.
Here the congregation worshipped for ten or eleven
years and membership grew to 424. Once again a new
building was needed. In 1902 under Dr. Edgar W.
Work’s leadership a lot was purchased at the corner
of Dana and Channing Way and plans were made for
a $50,000 structure. The old building was sold for
$25,000 to the Trinity Methodist Church who used it
until 1928 when it was torn down to make room for
the expanding University. It had been so well con-
structed that it survived the 1906 earthquake and the
High School was able to use it for classes.

Dr. Work's service was quickly interrupted by the
illness of a son who needed a different climate and in
1907 Rev. Lapsley A. McAfee was called to First
Church.

Since the second building had been sold and the
third one not started, all of the activities of the church




were held in Stiles Hall, the meeting place of the
University Y.M.C.A. from late 1905 to August 1907.
The “Manual of First Presbyterian Church’ for Janu-
ary 1, 1206 quotes the pastor as writing, “Now before
us lies the work of building again. We can almost
think ourselves back into Solomon’s time. He and his
people were commissioned to erect the third house
of worship ever ordered by God. Both Tabernacles of
Moses and David were splendid, but Solomon’s Tem-
ple surpasses them in size, in material, in cost and
best of all in the enthusiasm of the workmen. Our
Master is watching us while we go forward. His orders
we seek, and his Will we delight to do.”

Ground was broken in January 1906 and the
record reads, “we are assured that we can be at home
in our new building by August.” This prediction was
met and on the first Sunday in August 1906, the first
service was held in the unfinished Sunday School
room to the east of the present sanctuary. The first
service in the auditorium was held six months later
on the first Sunday of January 1907. The new church
building was an impressive structure; well suited to
the needs of the congregation. Atthough their mem-
bership was about 500 they had planned and built an
auditorium that seated 1,200. The cost of the building
pius the cost of the organ and other furnishings put a
heavy burden on the membership, but they set
December 31, 1913 as the goal for burning the
mortgage. This goal was accomplished and the pro-
gram of service for that occasion reads, “Program of
service, wherein the church burns the mortgage and
all notes, thus leaving the property free from all
indebtedness and thereby more completely devoted
to the Glory of God.”

Berkeley was a rapidly growing community and so
was First Church. Their vision was not unrewarded.

Several Presbyterian congregations in Berkeley have
had their origins in First Church. The first of these
was Knox Presbyterian Church (South Berkeley Pres-
byterian Church) organized in 1896. St. John's Pres-
byterian Church was founded in 1907 by former First

Church members, and in that same year our church
was sponsoring a Sunday School in North Berkeley
(Lincoln Branch) which resulted in North Berkeley
Presbyterian Church (now named Calvary Presbyterian
Church). Our church sponsored work in Faith Chapel
{now San Pablo Park Presbyterian Church) and
Berkeley Park Chapel.

Numerous changes in our present sanctuary build-
ing were made from 1914 to 1920. There was a time
when there was only partial flooring between the
choir room (oid prayer-meeting room) and the Sun-
day School room above it. The upper circle of class-
rooms was oniy a balcony to the choir room below.

In 1920 principal changes were made via extensive
reconstruction. The North Annex on Channing Way
was added; the old front steps on Dana Street were
removed; and the present main entrance constructed.
The choir loft and organ were lowered so that the
choir no longer came along narrow passageways be-
hind the decorative organ pipes to their seats. The
present hallway under the choir loft into the lower
Social Hall was also built.

In 1922 we acquired the lot south of the building
for $16,500. It was needed for parking and youth
activities. In 1940 the Scout Lodge was erected on
the east side of the lot at a cost of $6,000, and re-
mained there until the Education Unit was built at
which time it was moved to the Sunnyvale Presbyter-
fan Church. By 1942 membership was up to 1,857 and
increasing every year.

More facilities were needed and under the able
leadership of Dr. Robert Boyd Munger the Educa-
tional Building along Dana Street was completed in
1949, and the Worship Center and further Sunday
School rooms on Haste Street were added and dedi-
cated June 1959. The Annual Report of 1962 gives
the membership of the church as of December 1961
as 3,033. The plant includes one of the finest educa-
tional units on the Pacific Coast. The assembly halls,
classrooms, well-equipped nursery and other facilities
are used to capacity.
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HISTORY OF LEADERSHIP

Organization of First Presbyterian Church is traced
back to the fall of 1877 when Mr. and Mrs. George
McDonald called on their friends Mr. and Mrs. A, B.
Hoag. They were Presbyterians and expressed their
desire for a church of their faith in the college com-
munity. Among those interested were Professor and
Mrs. Joseph LeConte of the University. Presbytery
approved and on March 31, 1878, Dr. James Eels,
then General Assembly’s Moderator and Pastor of
First Presbyterian Church, Oakland moderated the
organizational meeting attended by fifteen persons
(seven men and eight women). Each Sabbath after-
noon at three o'clock they gathered in the Berkeley
Gymnasium of a private school and were served by
various ministers without compensation. The list of
those ministers included some of the greatest educators
and missionaries in the history of California Presby-
terianism.

The first Clerk of Session was W. E. Seli who later
gave forty-five shares of Capital Stock in the California
Electric Light Co. as a Library memorial to their son.

Since March, 1878 First Church has had 15 pastors.
In the early years a succession of ten ministers served
the congregation for periods ranging from eight months
to six and one half years. in 1906, Dr. Lapsiey A.
McAfee began a pastorate which lasted twenty-five
years and was marked with great success and mission-
ary emphasis. Under his ministry, some 125 men and
women went into full-time Christian service and 1,119
members were received on confession of faith.

Missionary interest took root early in this church
as we see from the 1885 annual report which lists the
names of Joseph D. Sayman and Takeo Noya (Japan-
ese) as candidates for the ministry. Since then, scores
of sons and daughters of First Church have entered
full time Christian work in national and foreign mis-
sion fields. Many have been from families closely
connected with the life of the church. The first mis-
sionary listed in the old Session minutes is E.O.
Campbell, sent out in 1893. He had been the first

president of Christian Endeavor. Others include Mr.
and Mrs. R.O. Reiner of Korea; Mabel Nelson who
went to iran; the Chapman brothers, Gordon and
Ernest, who spent their lives in Japan; Caldwell Smith
and his wife, Betty Vaughn, who spent their lives in
India; and many, many more.

Dr. Francis Shunk Downs succeeded Dr. McAfee
with a pastorate of thirteen years marked also by a
strong missionary emphasis and pulpit ministry. One
of the unique and outstanding contributions that Dr.
Downs brought to this church and to this area was
his conception and sponsorship of the Conference of
Evangelical Fellowship bringing together laymen from
over 20 different Protestant denominations.

Dr. Robert Boyd Munger came in September, 1945,
Under his leadership our radio ministry was inaugur-
ated in 1947. For the first time in the history of the
church the benevolence giving equalled the current
expense giving and his ministry was widely used and
richly blessed. During the years of his service, a
constant stream of young life found its way into full-
time Christian service.

In December, 1962 Dr. Harold N. Englund came to
the pastorate of our church from the Presidency of
Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan.
Dr. Englund had a varied education including music,
mathematics, physics, economics and theology and he
brought a unigue brilliance to the pulpit. He arrived
in Berkeley just when great social and political change
was occuring and he was deeply concerned about
local mission. Together with the congregation, he
estabiished a Minister of Outreach, Rev. Donald P.
Buteyn, who joined the staff in July, 1964. In July of
1968, Dr. Englund was called to serve Fremont
Presbyterian Church of Sacramento and brought to
a close six years of dynamic and creative leadership.

Rev. David E. Dilworth was called to serve as
interim pastor until our present pastor, Rev. Earl
Frank Palmer was cailed from the Union Church of
Manila where he had been pastor for six years. It is
under his able ieadership that the present Sanctuary
Replacement Building Program is being completed.
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OUR HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

Although our venerated and beloved sanctuary is
coming down, this is not indicative of anything com-
ing to an end. We believe it marks the beginning of a
new era for First Presbyterian Church under the com-
mitted leadership of our pastors and staff, combined
with our present members and with the influx of new
and dedicated members, our outreach both locally
and abroad will have and continue to have an impact
which will glorify our Lord.

It is significant, that our new and exciting sanctu-
ary, will be constructed on the very location of our
old one. This is symbolic of the combining of the old
and the new. Our rich heritage through the years is
intertwined with the present as well as the future. We
learn from our past but look forward with eager
anticipation for the task that lies ahead.

Our hope for the future is, of course, bound up with
our faith and trust in Christ. He is our shepherd in all
that we have done and will undertake. Without total
trust and commitment to Him even all the best and
most carefully conceived and well-intentioned plans
cannot succeed. This is the reason we feel that God
has blessed us in the past and will do so in the future,
because we recognize that without Him our plans and
programs will come to naught.

There is a new sense of community in our Church.
An awareness that we are a family in the truest and
fullest sense of the word. If our Brother or Sister
hurts, we hurt; if our Brother or Sister has been
blessed, we are also.

Our hope for the future is not based on a building
or even people, but in our Lord. We can do anything
through Him. The future is bright, challenging and
exciting. Praise God!












